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SUGGESTED SCHEDULES 

This resource is flexible enough to use in many ways.  Use it with 

the whole class or in small reading groups.  It makes a great close 

reading exercise, and also works for small groups.  Here are two 

possible schedules.  You know your students best, so use your 

professional judgement. 

Option One is a good choice if your students have some background 

knowledge about the topic or if you want to use a close reading 

protocol or a quick dip into the topic. 

Option Two is best if your students have little knowledge of the 

topic or if you want to spend more time building vocabulary and 

understanding the text. 

Day Option One – 3 days Option Two – 5 days 

1 

• Read the article and 

discuss 

• Word Wonder and Gist 

• Read the article 

• Word Wonder and Gist 

2 

• Reread the article and 

discuss 

• Text Dependent 

Questions 

• Reread the article and 

discuss 

• Context and 

Connections 

3 
• Integrating Information • Reread the article 

• Superb Suffixes 

4 
 • Text Dependent 

Questions 

5  • Integrating Information 
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DESCRIPTION OF ACTIVITIES 

Neil Armstrong – Down to Earth  
 

The article is written at three Lexile Levels.  The 

information in each article is the same.  Lexile 

Level 800 - 900 is appropriate for midway 

through fourth grade.  900 – 1000 is appropriate 

for midway through fifth grade, and 1000 – 1100 

is on level for midway through sixth grade.   

 

Use one article for the whole class or 

differentiate by giving students the level 

appropriate for them.  It’s easy to differentiate 

for your Gifted and Talented students by giving 

them a higher level, but none of the other 

students need to know! 

 

 

 

Word Wonder and Gist 

 

It’s important to encourage students to wonder 

about words.  Curiosity about words is the best 

way to help students take charge of their 

learning and teach themselves new words from 

their own reading.  This activity encourages them 

to wonder and to find interesting words in context. 

 

The gist is a short summary of the text.  Good 

readers and researchers always think about the 

main ideas and gist of non-fiction text.  This is an 

important skill for life and also for passing state 

tests. 
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Context and Connections 

 

The chosen words are Tier Two words for 

intermediate students.  Tier Two words give you 

the most bang for your buck because they are 

content specific, and often transfer across 

different content.  The context activity forces 

students to read carefully and gain confidence at 

learning new words from their own reading.   
 

The Connections activity connects the new 

learning to other words and strengthens the 

pathways in the brain for understanding these 

words and concepts. 

 

 

 

 

Superb Suffixes 

 

If your students have a lot of experience with 

this standard, this is a great review.  If using 

suffixes to make and understand new words is new 

to your students, this makes a great guided 

lesson. 

 

 

 

  



S. Cotton, 2019 – Ms. Cotton’s Corner 
 

 

Text Dependent Questions 

 

The point of text dependent questions is to 

encourage students to return to the text.  These 

questions are based on released items from SBAC 

and PARCC, so they help students gain familiarity 

with the types of questions they will see on 

standardized tests. 

 

One strategy I use is to have the students 

reread the text and annotate it before answering 

the questions.  They ask questions, make notes, 

and add comments and connections.  Doing that 

work first helps them be ready to answer text 

dependent questions.   

 

 

 

Integrating Information 

 

This is the most important activity.  Even 

though it takes time to have students write, 

don’t skip this activity.  It gives the students an 

opportunity to synthesize and use information.  

The prompts are based on released items from 

the SBAC and PARCC, so these are also the types 

of questions that students will encounter on 

standardized tests. 

 

I usually put the video URL in my Google 

classroom and allow students to watch it on their 

own.  That way, they can rewind as often as they 

need to.  This is the URL:  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtZjwhoxlaQ 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gtZjwhoxlaQ
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“That’s one small step for man, one 
giant leap for mankind.”  With those 
words, Neil Armstrong stepped out of a 

space capsule onto the surface of the 
moon, and into the pages of history.   

 Neil Armstrong was born on August 
5, 1930 in Wapakoneta, Ohio.  When he 
was six years old, his father took him on 

his first airplane ride, and Neil was 
hooked.  He began taking flying lessons 
at age fourteen and earned his pilot’s 

license at age sixteen.  He built model 
airplanes in his basement and created 

experiments to test their design.  He 
even built a wind tunnel to study 
aerodynamics (the study of how air 

flows) to learn how to make his model 
airplanes faster.  One of his neighbors 

owned a powerful telescope, and Neil 
spent many hours exploring space 
through its lens.  This was the beginning 

of his lifelong fascination with flying. 
 After graduating from high school, 
Neil won a Navy scholarship to attend 

Purdue University to study aeronautics.  
He wanted to design aircraft.  However, 

after his second year of college he was 
called to active service in the Navy.  He 
became a jet pilot and flew during the 

Korean War.  After the war, Neil returned 
to Purdue and finished his degree.  His 

first job was as a test pilot for the 
government.  They were working to build 
faster planes and Neil was the perfect man  

 
to test them!  One of the planes he flew 
could even leave the earth’s atmosphere! 

 In 1962, Neil decided to apply to 
become an astronaut.  Working for the 

National Aeronautics and Space 
Administration (NASA), Neil flew several 
missions into space.  In his second 

mission, his spacecraft began spinning 
wildly.  Instead of panicking, Neil calmly 
solved the problem and landed safely.  The 

next day he was back on the job, working 
to make the spacecraft safer.  Friends 

were surprised at his tranquility.  Neil was 
surprised at their worry.  In his words, 
“There was work to be done.” 

 In the early years, aeronautics could 
be risky.  Neil had several dangerous 

missions in planes and spacecraft.  
However, he always kept his head cool and 
was able to solve the problem.  In an 

interview in 2011, Neil said that flying was 
an exercise in problem solving, and he 
loved solving problems!  His serenity 

impressed NASA, and they selected him as 
the commander of Apollo 11, the first 

spacecraft to land on the moon. 
 On the day of the takeoff, Neil was 
calm and focused.  He and his fellow 

astronauts, Michael Collins and Buzz 
Aldrin, had a job to do, and he planned to 

do it with his usual tranquility.  On July 
16, 1969, the three astronauts launched 
into space.  Two days later, they reached 

the moon and began to orbit.  Michael 

   

 



S. Cotton, 2019 – Ms. Cotton’s Corner  Lexile level 1000 – 1100 

 

Collins stayed in Apollo, but Neil and Buzz 
entered a lunar module named the Eagle.  

In this small module, the two astronauts 
began to descend towards the surface of 

the moon.  As they dropped towards the 
surface, the computer on the module 
became overloaded, and the scientists on 

earth began to wonder if they should abort 
the mission.  They were worried that Buzz 
and Neil might not survive if the module 

didn’t work properly.  But Neil, with his 
customary calm, took over the control of 

the Eagle, and a few minutes later, he 
landed on the surface of the moon.  He 
and Buzz shook hands, and then they got 

to work.  They had scientific experiments 
to prepare.  About six hours after landing, 

Neil opened the door of the Eagle, and 
stepped onto the surface of the moon, 
uttering his famous words.  He and Buzz 

set up their scientific equipment and 
roamed the surface of the moon for about 
two and half hours before launching the 

Eagle and returning to Apollo.  All three 
astronauts returned to earth safely on 

July 24. 
 The three astronauts were given a 
hero’s welcome.  There were parades and 

honors and speeches.  But Neil did not 
like all of the attention.  After the Apollo, 
he decided to quit being an astronaut, and 

return to his early interest designing 
aircraft.  He led a team of scientists and 

researchers to design spacecraft for NASA.  
He also became a professor and taught 
many students about engineering.   

Although he was often given awards and 
prizes, he never sought fame and tried 

hard to live a private life focusing on the 
things he thought were important.  He 
continued to fly airplanes in his free time 

and raised two boys. 
 

In a 2011 interview, Neil said, “The 
history of humanity has been slowly 

increasing the boundaries of knowledge 
and knowing more and more and more 

and feeling comfortable inside there, but 
at the edges, it’s always going to be a 
challenge.”  Neil spent his life pushing the 

boundaries of knowledge – going faster, 
going farther.  In 2012, he died.  His 
family honored him with these words.  

“Neil was a reluctant American hero who 
served his nation proudly as a navy fighter 

pilot, test pilot and astronaut… While we 
mourn the loss of a very good man, we 
also celebrate his remarkable life and hope 

it serves as an example to young people 
around the world to work hard to make 

their dreams come true, to be willing to 
explore and push the limits, and to 
selflessly serve a cause greater than 

themselves… Honor his example of 
service, accomplishment and modesty, 
and the next time you walk outside on a 

clear night and see the moon smiling 
down at you, think of Neil Armstrong and 

give him a wink.”   
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“That’s one small step for man, 
one giant leap for mankind.”  With those 
words, Neil Armstrong stepped out of a 

space capsule onto the surface of the 
moon, and into the pages of history.   

 Neil Armstrong was born on August 
5, 1930 in Wapakoneta, Ohio.  He was 
interested in space and flying from an 

early age.  When he was six years old, 
his father took him on his first airplane 
ride.  He took flying lessons and earned 

his pilot’s license at age sixteen.  He 
built and tested model airplanes in his 

basement.  He even built a wind tunnel 
to study aerodynamics (the study of how 
air flows).  One of his neighbors owned a 

powerful telescope, and Neil spent many 
hours exploring space through its lens.  

This was the beginning of his lifelong 
fascination with flying. 
 After graduating from high school, 

Neil won a Navy scholarship to attend 
Purdue University to study aeronautics.  
He wanted to design aircraft.  He left 

college to become a jet pilot during the 
Korean War.  After the war, Neil returned 

to Purdue and finished college.  His first 
job was as a test pilot for the 
government.  They were working to build 

faster planes and Neil was the perfect 
man to test them!   

 In 1962, Neil decided to become an 
astronaut.  Working for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration  

 
(NASA), Neil flew several missions into 
space.  In his second mission, his 

spacecraft began spinning wildly.  Neil 
calmly solved the problem and landed 

safely.  The next day he was back on the 
job, working to make the spacecraft 
safer.  Friends were surprised at his 

tranquility.  Neil was surprised at their 
worry.  He said, “There was work to be 
done.” 

 In the early years, flying could be 
risky.  Neil had several dangerous 

missions in planes and spacecraft.  
However, he always kept calm and was 
able to solve the problem.  In an 

interview in 2011, Neil said that flying 
was an exercise in problem solving, and 

he loved solving problems!  His calm 
impressed NASA, and they selected him 
as the commander of Apollo 11, the first 

spacecraft to land on the moon. 
 On the day of the takeoff, Neil was 
calm and focused.  He and his fellow 

astronauts, Michael Collins and Buzz 
Aldrin, had a job to do, and he planned 

to do it quietly and well.  On July 16, 
1969, the three astronauts launched into 
space.  Two days later, they reached the 

moon and began to orbit.  Then, Neil and 
Buzz entered a small spacecraft named 

the Eagle.  In the Eagle, the two 
astronauts began to drop towards the 
surface of the moon.  As they went down, 

the computer in the Eagle became 
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overloaded, and the scientists on earth 
began to wonder if they should call off 

the mission.  They were worried that 
Buzz and Neil might not survive if the 

module didn’t work properly.  But Neil, 
with his customary calm, took over the 
control of the Eagle, and a few minutes 

later, he landed on the surface of the 
moon.  He and Buzz shook hands, and 
then they got to work.  They had 

experiments to prepare.  About six hours 
after landing, Neil opened the door of the 

Eagle, and stepped onto the surface of 
the moon with those famous words.  He 
and Buzz set up their equipment and 

explored the moon for about two and half 
hours before returning to Apollo.  All 

three astronauts returned to earth safely 
on July 24. 
 The three astronauts were given a 

hero’s welcome.  There were parades and 
honors and speeches.  But Neil did not 
like all of the attention.  After the Apollo, 

he decided to quit being an astronaut, 
and return to his early interest designing 

aircraft.  He led a team of scientists and 
researchers to design spacecraft for 
NASA.  He also became a professor and 

taught many students how to build 
aircraft.   Although he was often given 
awards and prizes, he never wanted fame 

and tried hard to live a private life 
focusing on the things he thought were 

important.  He continued to fly airplanes 
in his free time and raised two boys. 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

In a 2011 interview, Neil said, “The 
history of humanity has been slowly 

increasing the boundaries of knowledge 
and knowing more and more and more 

and feeling comfortable inside there, but 
at the edges, it’s always going to be a 
challenge.”  Neil spent his life pushing 

the boundaries of knowledge – going 
faster, going farther.  In 2012, he died.  
His family said.  “Neil was a reluctant 

American hero who served his nation 
proudly as a navy fighter pilot, test pilot 

and astronaut… While we mourn the 
loss of a very good man, we also 
celebrate his remarkable life and hope it 

serves as an example to young people 
around the world to work hard to make 

their dreams come true, to be willing to 
explore and push the limits, and to 
selflessly serve a cause greater than 

themselves… Honor his example of 
service, accomplishment and modesty, 
and the next time you walk outside on a 

clear night and see the moon smiling 
down at you, think of Neil Armstrong 

and give him a wink.”   
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“That’s one small step for man, 
one giant leap for mankind.”  With those 
words, Neil Armstrong stepped onto the 

surface of the moon, and into the pages 
of history.   

 Neil Armstrong was born on August 
5, 1930 in Wapakoneta, Ohio.  He was 
interested in space and flying from an 

early age.  When he was six years old, 
his father took him on his first airplane 
ride.  He took flying lessons and earned 

his pilot’s license at age sixteen.  He 
built model airplanes and a wind tunnel 

so that he could learn about flying faster.  
Neil spent many hours looking at space 
through his neighbor’s telescope.  This 

was the beginning of his lifelong 
fascination with flying. 

 After high school, Neil won a Navy 
scholarship to attend Purdue University.  
He wanted to design aircraft.  He left 

college to become a jet pilot during the 
Korean War.  After the war, Neil returned 
to Purdue and finished college.  His first 

job was as a test pilot for the 
government.  They were working to build 

faster planes and Neil was the perfect 
man to test them!   
 In 1962, Neil decided to become an 

astronaut.  Working for the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration  

(NASA), Neil flew into space many times.  
Once his spacecraft began spinning 
wildly.  Neil calmly solved the problem  

 
and landed safely.  The next day he was 
back to work.  After his dangerous flight, 

his friends were surprised to see him.  
Neil said, “Of course I went to work.  

There was work to be done.” 
 In the early years, flying could be 
risky.  Neil had several dangerous 

missions in planes and spacecraft.  
However, he was always calm.  He 
always solved the problem.  In 2011, Neil 

said that flying was all about problem 
solving, and he loved solving problems!  

His calm impressed NASA, and they 
choose him as the commander of Apollo 
11, the first spacecraft to land on the 

moon. 
 On the day of the takeoff, Neil was 

calm and focused.  He and his fellow 
astronauts, Michael Collins and Buzz 
Aldrin, would do their jobs well.  On July 

16, 1969, the three astronauts lifted off 
into space.  Two days later, they reached 
the moon and began to go around it.  

Then, Neil and Buzz used a small 
spacecraft named the Eagle to go to the 

surface of the moon.  As they went down, 
the Eagle’s computer became overloaded. 
They wondered if they should call off the 

mission.  The scientists at NASA were 
worried that Buzz and Neil might not 

survive if the spacecraft didn’t work 
properly.  But Neil, with his customary 
calm, took over the control of the Eagle, 

and a few minutes later, he landed safely 
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on the moon.  He and Buzz shook hands, 
and then they got to work.  They had 

experiments to prepare.  About six hours 
later, Neil opened the door of the Eagle, 

and stepped onto the moon with his 
famous words.  He and Buzz set up their 
equipment and explored the moon for 

about two and half hours before 
returning to Apollo.  All three astronauts 
returned to earth safely on July 24. 

 The three astronauts were given a 
hero’s welcome.  There were parades and 

honors and speeches.  But Neil did not 
like all of the attention.  After the Apollo, 
he decided to quit being an astronaut, 

and return to designing aircraft.  He led 
a team of scientists and researchers to 

design spacecraft for NASA.  He also 
became a professor and taught many 
students how to build aircraft.   

Although he was often given awards and 
prizes, he never wanted fame and tried to 
live a private life.  He continued to fly 

airplanes in his free time and raised two 
boys. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

In a 2011 interview, Neil said, “The 
history of humanity has been slowly 

increasing the boundaries of knowledge 
and … at the edges, it’s always going to 

be a challenge.”  Neil spent his life 
pushing the boundaries of knowledge – 
going faster, going farther.  In 2012, he 

died.  His family said.  “Neil was a 
reluctant American hero who served his 
nation proudly as a navy fighter pilot, 

test pilot and astronaut… We celebrate 
his remarkable life and hope it serves as 

an example to young people around the 
world to work hard to make their dreams 
come true, to be willing to explore and 

push the limits, and to selflessly serve a 
cause greater than themselves… Honor 

his example of service, accomplishment 
and modesty, and the next time you walk 
outside on a clear night and see the 

moon smiling down at you, think of Neil 
Armstrong and give him a wink.”   
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Name ______________________________ 

WORD WONDER! 

As you read Neil Armstrong – Down to Earth, pay attention to interesting words.  

Record several words that you would like to know more about. 

Choose three words from your Word Wonder list.  Find them in the text and copy 

the sentences from the text here.  Underline the word you want to know more 

about. 

1. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. _____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

WHAT’S THE GIST? 

The GIST is the big idea that you take away from a text.  It is short – only about 20 

words!  Write the gist on the lines.   

__________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________ 

__________________________________________________________________ 

  

Words I Wonder About! 
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 Name ANSWER KEY 

WORD WONDER! 

As you read Neil Armstrong – Down to Earth, pay attention to interesting words.  

Record several words that you would like to know more about. 

Choose three words from your Word Wonder list.  Find them in the text and copy 

the sentences from the text here.  Underline the word you want to know more 

about.   

Answers will vary.  
 

 

 

 

WHAT’S THE GIST? 

The GIST is the big idea that you take away from a text.  It is short – only about 20 

words!  Write the gist on the lines.   

Neil Armstrong did amazing things like walk on the moon, but was 
always modest and down to earth about it. 

  

Words I Wonder About! 

Answers will vary 
Some common choices:  surface, aeronautics, aircraft, spacecraft, 
customary, fascination, boundaries, modesty, accomplishment 
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Name ______________________________ 

CONTEXT AND CONNECTIONS 

In the text, find these three words and highlight them. 

fascination    boundaries   modesty 

Use the context in the sentence to predict the meaning of each word.  Write your 

prediction on the lines. 

 

1. This was the beginning of his lifelong fascination with flying. 

 ____________________________________________________________________ 

2. Neil spent his life pushing the boundaries of knowledge – going faster, going farther.  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

3. Honor his example of service, accomplishment and modesty. 

_____________________________________________________________________ 

CONNECTIONS 

Circle each word that connects to the target word.  There may be more than one right 

answer.  Circle all the answers that are correct.    

1.  Which words go with fascination? 

a. appeal 

b. interest 

c. dislike 

Explain your thinking. _____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

2.  Which words go with boundaries? 

a. limitations 

b. core 

c. borders 

Explain your thinking.  _____________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

3.  Which words go with modesty? 

a. humility 

b. reserve 

c. shyness 

Explain your thinking. _____________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 
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Name ANSWER KEY 

CONTEXT AND CONNECTIONS 

In the text, find these three words and highlight them. 

fascination    boundaries   modesty 

Use the context in the sentence to predict the meaning of each word.  Write your 

prediction on the lines. 

 

1. This was the beginning of his lifelong fascination with flying. 

Fascination means a strong interest. 
2. Neil spent his life pushing the boundaries of knowledge – going faster, going farther.  

Boundaries are the edges of something. 
3. Honor his example of service, accomplishment and modesty.  

Modesty is not wanting fame. 

CONNECTIONS 

Circle each word that connects to the target word.  There may be more than one right 

answer.  Circle all the answers that are correct.    

Each question contains synonyms and antonyms of the target word.  All choices might be 
correct, depending on the justification. 

4.  Which words go with fascination? 

a. appeal 

b. interest 

c. dislike 

Explain your thinking. _____________________________________________________ 

5. Which words go with boundaries? 

a. limitations 

b. core 

c. borders 

Explain your thinking.  _____________________________________________________ 

6. Which words go with modesty? 

a. humility 

b. reserve 

c. shyness 

Explain your thinking. _____________________________________________________ 
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Name ________________________________ 

SUPERB SUFFIXES! 

A suffix is a letter or a group of letters that is added to the end of a root word.  It 

changes the meaning of the root word, and sometimes the spelling. 

 

 

For example, adding -ly to safe creates the word safely.  Safely means in a manner or 

way that is safe. 

Read these sentences and figure out the meaning of the underlined word.  Write the 

definition on the line. 

1. Once his spacecraft began spinning wildly. 

Wildly means in a manner or way that is wild. 

2. Neil calmly solved the problem and landed safely. 

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. The scientists at NASA were worried that Buzz and Neil might not survive if 

the spacecraft didn’t work properly. 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

4. The history of humanity has been slowly increasing the boundaries of 

knowledge. 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

5. Neil was a reluctant American hero who served his nation proudly as a navy 

fighter pilot, test pilot and astronaut. 

     _____________________________________________________________ 

6. We celebrate his remarkable life and hope it serves as an example to young 

people around the world to work hard to make their dreams come true, to be 

willing to explore and push the limits, and to selflessly serve a cause greater 

than themselves. 

     _____________________________________________________________  

-ly = in a manner or way that is 
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Name ________________________________ 

SUPERB SUFFIXES! 

A suffix is a letter or a group of letters that is added to the end of a root word.  It 

changes the meaning of the root word, and sometimes the spelling. 

 

 

For example, adding -ly to safe creates the word safely.  Safely means in a manner or 

way that is safe. 

Read these sentences and figure out the meaning of the underlined word.  Write the 

definition on the line. 

1. Once his spacecraft began spinning wildly. 

Wildly means in a manner or way that is wild. 

2. Neil calmly solved the problem and landed safely. 

Calmly means in a manner or way that is calm. 

3. The scientists at NASA were worried that Buzz and Neil might not survive if 

the spacecraft didn’t work properly. 

Properly means in a manner or way that is proper. 

4. The history of humanity has been slowly increasing the boundaries of 

knowledge. 

Slowly means in a manner or way that is slow. 

5. Neil was a reluctant American hero who served his nation proudly as a navy 

fighter pilot, test pilot and astronaut. 

Proudly means in a manner or way that is proud. 

6. We celebrate his remarkable life and hope it serves as an example to young 

people around the world to work hard to make their dreams come true, to be 

willing to explore and push the limits, and to selflessly serve a cause greater 

than themselves. 

          Selflessly means in a manner or way that is selfless.  

-ly = in a manner or way that is 
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Name ___________________________________ 

TEXT DEPENDENT QUESTIONS 

Answer these questions using evidence from the text. 

1. The title includes the phrase “down to earth”.  Which details from the text 

show that Neil Armstrong was down to earth?  Include at least two pieces of 

evidence to explain your thinking. Be sure to explain how the evidence 

supports the idea that he is down to earth. 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

2. The text says that after Neil and Buzz landed on the moon, they shook hands 

and got to work.  What can you infer about Neil’s state of mind based on that 

evidence?  

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 

3. What is Neil’s point of view about the history of humanity? 

a. Humans should work hard and be reliable. 

b. Humans are always expanding the boundaries of their knowledge. 

c. It’s important to be calm and focused in difficult situations.  

 

4. Circle the transition words and phrases that the author uses. 

 

How do the transition words and phrases help the reader transition from 

paragraph to paragraph? 

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________ 
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Name ___________________________________ 

TEXT DEPENDENT QUESTIONS 

Answer these questions using evidence from the text. 

1. The title includes the phrase “down to earth”.  Which details from the text 

show that Neil Armstrong was down to earth?  Include at least two pieces of 

evidence to explain your thinking.  Be sure to explain how the evidence 

supports the idea that he is down to earth. 

Possible details from the text: Neil returned to work the day after a 
dangerous flight.  Neil’s family described him as modest.  Neil was calm and 
focused on the day of the Apollo launch. Neil’s famous words made it seem 
like everyone’s achievement, not just his.  Neil tried hard to live a private 
life and did not enjoy fame. 

For full credit, the student should include two pieces of evidence and a 
sentence explaining how each supports the character trait. 

2. The text says that after Neil and Buzz landed on the moon, they shook hands 

and got to work.  What can you infer about Neil’s state of mind based on that 

evidence?  

I can infer that Neil and Buzz were more focused on the experiments they 
had to do than on the accomplishment of landing on the moon. 

3. What is Neil’s point of view about the history of humanity? 

a. Humans should work hard and be reliable. 

b. Humans are always expanding the boundaries of their knowledge. 

c. It’s important to be calm and focused in difficult situations.  

4. Circle the transition words and phrases that the author uses. 

Some examples are: after graduating, in the early years, in 1962… 
How do the transition words and phrases help the reader transition from 

paragraph to paragraph? 

The transition words and phrases help you keep track of the events in the 
order that they happened.  They show that this text is structured 
chronologically, 
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Name _____________________________ 

INTEGRATING INFORMATION 

The video clip begins with President John F. Kennedy announcing to the world that 

the United States of America was going to put a man on the moon within seven 

years.  At the time, technology was very far away from being able to accomplish that 

goal, and many thought he was being too ambitious.  The video continues by 

showing some of the failures that scientists experienced as they tried to reach that 

goal and also some of the successes.  The video then shows the Apollo lifting off as 

hundreds look to the sky to follow it’s launch.  The clip ends with President 

Kennedy’s words, “We choose to go to the moon and do the other things not 

because they are easy, but because they are hard.” 

Seven years later, Neil Armstrong stepped out onto the surface of the moon and 

said, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” 

How do you think the words of these two men shaped the history of the country?  

Use information from the text and the video to explain your thinking. 
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Name ANSWER KEY 

INTEGRATING INFORMATION 

The video clip begins with President John F. Kennedy announcing to the world that 

the United States of America was going to put a man on the moon within seven 

years.  At the time, technology was very far away from being able to accomplish that 

goal, and many thought he was being too ambitious.  The video continues by 

showing some of the failures that scientists experienced as they tried to reach that 

goal and also some of the successes.  The video then shows the Apollo lifting off as 

hundreds look to the sky to follow it’s launch.  The clip ends with President 

Kennedy’s words, “We choose to go to the moon and do the other things not 

because they are easy, but because they are hard.” 

Seven years later, Neil Armstrong stepped out onto the surface of the moon and 

said, “That’s one small step for man, one giant leap for mankind.” 

How do you think the words of these two men shaped the history of the country?  

Use information from the text and the video to explain your thinking. 

I think the words of the president inspired the nation to do something it didn’t think it 
could.  They probably wouldn’t have put a man on the moon without those inspiring 
words.  In the video, we saw some spacecraft blow up.  That probably felt very 
discouraging to the scientists, but they probably remembered the words of the president 
and tried again.  The text also said that flying was very dangerous at this time, and 
probably pilots and astronauts like Neil Armstrong felt encouraged by thinking about 
doing something because it is hard.  It took a lot of scientists to land a man on the 
moon.  When Neil stepped onto the surface of the moon, his words helped make it 
clear that it was not just his accomplishment but was a goal that many people had 
helped to accomplish.  It is kind of like his words were an answer to the challenge that 
President Kennedy had made seven years earlier.  It’s like he was saying, “We did it 
because it was hard!” 

4 3 2 1 
The paragraph has a 

sophisticated topic 

sentence and answers the 

question.  More than three 

details support the topic 

sentence, and evidence 

from both the article AND 

the video is used. 

The paragraph has a clear 

topic sentence and 

answers the question.  At 

least three details support 

the topic sentence, and 

evidence from both the 

article AND the video is 

used. 

The paragraph has a topic 

sentence and answers the 

question.  Fewer than 

three details support the 

topic sentence, and there 

may not be evidence from 

both the video and the 

article. 

The paragraph has an 

unclear topic sentence and 

may not answer the 

question.  Few details 

support the topic 

sentence.  

 



Thank you so much for your purchase!  I hope this resource makes your 

life as a teacher a little easier and helps you and your students both!  

Be sure to check out my blog at https://mscottonscorner.com/ and find me on 

Pinterest at https://www.pinterest.com/susancotton2/pins/.  I hope you will find my 

blog and Pinterest page a resource for finding ideas, and I hope you’ll 

share your own! 

 Click to see these other resources – always aligned to the standards!   

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

All photos are in the public domain and were downloaded from the 

NASA website. 

Thank you to the talented teacher who created the borders I 

used in this resource.  Check it out!        
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